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Editorial Notes:  This issue is jam packed with some new and surprising information.  First and 
foremost it is a Tribute to Johnny Biffle.  Johnny has left an indelible mark on NCC for which 
many of us are grateful and will miss his affectionate personality.  Requiescat in Pace!  Some 
new faces are filling several vacated positions, so we have some new blood on the block to 
help us move some of our great activities to a new level.  The folks who headed up the club 
activities left a great legacy and some really big shoes to fill.  Thanks to all for a job well done.  
Be sure to help them when they seek your assistance.    Make sure you read all the articles in 
this issue so you don’t miss something that could be important to you.  ���������	��
���
���� �

Tiresmoke, the official newsletter of the Nashville Corvette Club is published monthly at the end of each month .  It is available on-line 
at www.NashvilleCorvetteClub.com.   Mail all correspondence  to P.O. Box 1102,  Brentwood, TN  37024-1102. 
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Where the Tire meets the Road! 
 

A lot of what we do with our Corvettes are activities that 
do not cost the club anything and also do not yield us any thing 
financially.  When we head out on a cruise any expenses that hap-
pen are self funded by each of us as participants and there are no 
financial rewards for the club to account for.  The same thing is 
true for joining up for a cruise-in, attending a regular monthly 
meeting, participating in a parade, or attend a car show individual-
ly or as a group provided there is no award for a club with the 
most attending members.  We do these activities simply because it 
is fun to get together, show off our cars and enjoy each other’s 
company.  That common bond of Corvette ownership is enough to 
attract a small crowd. 

We do have the other activities that have all these same 
enjoyable qualities but happen to be activities that by their very 
nature require a little monetary investment and we expect see a 
financial return a result.  

The autocross events have a faithful following that has 
two components that depend on each other to be successful.  The 
course workers are essential and the drivers need their participa-
tion.  I know the drivers really appreciate the work that the course 
workers do by lending their time to man the course.  I also know 
that many drivers were bitten by the bug to test their metal by first 
participating as a course worker.  If you have never been to an 
autocross event you just may be missing something.  We make 
money hosting this NCCC sanctioned event twice a year, once in 
the spring and once in the fall. 

The annual car show dubbed A Touch of Gold is another 
event that requires a lot of preparation to host but this last year 
was very profitable.  The committee that puts this show together 
is to be commended for the time, planning and effort that made 
this a successful venture.  

A couple of other events that brought in some revenue 
were car shows that promised a cash reward for showing up with 
the most club member cars.  The poker run was also profitable as 
a result we will try having two poker runs this year.  

Now the primary reason we have these money raising 
events is of course to have fun with our Corvettes but in the pro-
cess also be able to make charitable contributions of various types 
to benefit our community.  To maximize our contributions we are 
a non profit entity.  As a result of these activities we have been 
able to benefit such local groups as The Nashville Rescue Mis-
sion, The Fisher House, an O’More College of Design Scholar-
ship, fund an independent student scholarship award, The Salva-
tion Army, and the Angel Run at Christmas time to benefit fami-
lies that would not otherwise have a Christmas for their family, 
buying them food and toys.  This December 2011 Angel Run 
brought gifts and food to three families.  The first family was a 
grandmother raising two grandsons ages about six and eight.  The 
second family was grandparents raising a young girl four years of 

(Continued on page 6) 

On the Cover:  Two years ago Johnny, Metts Hardy and 
Ron Jarrell attended the Jeff Gordon Driving School at Tal-
ladega Speedway.  The grin on Johnny’s face tells the 
whole story.  Mett’s & Ron were no less elated as the three 
of them had an indescribable adventure.  Best of all it is 
something the three of them shared and a time well remem-
bered.  Be sure to see the other articles on pages 10 & 11 
for a bit more about Johnny.  This issue is a dedication to 
his memory and all the things he did for our great club. 

Meeting Minutes 
. 
11 December 2011 Meeting called to order:  7:26PM at 

Freeland Chevrolet. 
Our “Wrapping Party” was held before the actual meet-

ing with all members wrapping presents and packing food 
baskets for our upcoming Angel Run.   

President – Dale Johnson – Opening remarks and an-
nouncements – 35 Corvettes were in the parking lot at John-
ny Biffle’s memorial service.  It was a very moving ceremo-
ny with many club members in attendance. 

Dale wants us cruising more next year.  Cruises are well 
attended, being one of the major events members like to do.  
The Poker Run was a real money maker and lots of fun.  
Maybe we can have two next year.  There are 20 or so con-
vertibles in the club and usually organize themselves for the 
needs of community parades.  Maybe some of these events 
could be hardtops along with the convertibles.  Need to pub-
licize the parade events more so participants get recognition 
for club activities.  Income generators this year were the two 
autocrosses, the Poker Run and the “Touch of Gold” Car 
Show.  Corvette Homecoming is scheduled for July 19-21 in 
Bowling Green and will be on the calendar for next year.  
Last year they had an award for the club with the most 
members present. 

Membership Report – Amelia Workman:  Two new 
members were introduced to the club along with two visi-
tors to the meeting.  Membership went from 299 members 
before the renewal party in October to 226 as of the meet-
ing.  Lots of life changes are reasons for this (moves, selling 
cars, etc).  All members were urged to continue to look for 
and recruit new members.           

In Our Thoughts:  Rita Biffle and her family.  Lady Lou 
Bennett is recovering from her fall.  She is doing well and in 
good spirits, but is still wearing a brace.  Jackie Walters 
suffered a heart attack, is doing well and has gone home 
from the hospital.  A moment of silence was held. 

See Minutes (Continued on page 6) 

 

by Dale Johnson 

President’s  
Corner                                             

 
 

Secretary 
by Don Hoffmeister 
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'It has been said that politics is the second oldest profession. I 
have learned that it bears a striking resemblance to the first.'- 
Ronald Reagan (1911  -  2004) 
 
We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and tech-
nology, in which hardly anyone knows anything about science 
and technology. - Carl Sagan (1934  -  1996) 
 
I'd rather be a failure at something I love than a success at 
something I hate. - George Burns (1896-1996) 
 
Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, 
and I'm not sure about the former. - Albert Einstein (1879 - 
1955) 
 
If you believe everything you read, better not read. -  
Japanese proverb 

 

Museum  
Notes 

 

 by Carl Hoffman 

NCCC 2011 Point Standings – Nashville wins again!! 
For the 8th consecutive year, the Nashville Corvette Club has 

finished in first place in the National Council of Corvette Clubs 
South East (SE) Region competition!!!  We finished 2011 with 
5,347 points out of the eleven Corvette Clubs in the SE Region.  
In second place was the Atlanta Corvette Club with 2,534 
points.  As you can see, it was never a close race.  We began 
our dominance in the SE Region in 2004 and have not looked 
back since.  At the National level, the Nashville Club finished 
2011 in 14th place out of 268 clubs.  We can be proud of our 
club. 

2011 SE Region individual place standings: 
Ladies:   Alysia Hardy 3rd 
  Deborah Jarrell 5th 
  Jessica Porter 6th  
  Patricia Thompson 8th 
  Cindy Dill 9th 
Men:  Metts Hardy 1st 

  Lynn Ryder 6th 
  Ron Jarrell 7th 
  Larry Odom 9th 
  Dale Johnson 10th 

Workers Amelia Workman 2nd 
  Jennifer Moorhouse tie 3rd 
  Butch Geng tie 3rd 

The SE Region has increased the number of competitive 
events held over the past few years and 2012 promises to again 
increase in number.  In 2011, there were three rallies and sev-
enty-four autocross events within the SE Region.  Metts and 
Alysia Hardy participated in all seventy-four racing events in 
2011.  Congratulations to them both for representing the Nash-
ville Corvette Club so well at all scheduled Regional events. 

We can be proud of our 2011 national and regional standing.  
Several of our racers had health issues in 2011 but say they’ll 
be back in full race mode when the 2012 autocross season be-
gins.  Thanks to all our participants and workers for contrib-
uting to our 2011 first place finish.  Most all of our club racers 
started out as workers at competitive events to see what it’s all 
about.  We have a great group of members who travel to events 
and have a fun time socializing on and off the track.  Come 
along with us and see what it’s all about.  You don’t have to 
race.  Just come with us.  Currently, the Huntsville Club is 
planning an event in March or early April.  You may not like 
racing but I can almost guarantee, you’ll enjoy the trip.  In 
2012, the East Tennessee club will try to give us run for our 
money in the SE Region.  We need racers and workers to con-
tinue our domination. 

If you want to know more about the NCCC Competition Pro-
gram and how you can contribute to our club’s continued suc-
cess, contact Ron Jarrell.  You want fun?  You can find it as a 
worker, racer or just traveling with the group.  There are eighty
-seven autocross events scheduled for 2012.  Plan to make a 
few of them with us. 

 
The National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park is a gi-

gantic undertaking that involves many variables.  The location 
is not an abandoned airstrip or in a remote area.  Therefore, 
environmental studies, traffic studies, rezoning, and fund-
raising issues must be addressed.  These issues take time as not 
every party involved, which involves government agencies and 
community stake holders, are equally motivated.  Rest assured 
this will be an asset to attract additional financially well-healed 
visitors to the area.  The locals speak well of the Spring Moun-
tain Motorsports Park in Pahrump, Nevada and I assume the 
NCM project will have the same positive reputation when it is 
in operation. 

As a former professional fund raiser I know people give 
more generously to winning causes.  Therefore, I want to give 
you an update on the fund-raising efforts.  At this point 38.25 
acres have been sold to 14 clubs/organizations and 27 individu-
als.  The goal is to open the park in 2014.  The environmental, 
traffic, and wetlands assessments have come back favorable.  
What remains, is a meeting with landowners adjoining the 
property, filing for rezoning, and a public hearing.  The goal to 
have these items completed is April 1, 2012.  When this is 
completed the museum will close on the purchase of an addi-
tional 114 acres.  Presently the museum owns 70 acres.  With 
184 acres a 2.94 mile road course and a 10 acre autocross/skid 
pad area will be developed. 

Whatever we do as individuals and as a club to participate 
and promote this project gets us closer to the day we all can say 
we made Corvette history. 

Competition  
Committee                                             

 
 

Competition Corner 

by Ron Jarrell 
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Welcome to the 2012 Shiner activities.  We are looking for-
ward to seeing members at many up coming events.  The full 
schedule of 2012 cruise ins, car shows etc: will be posted soon. 
 
I would like to thank Virgil and all his supporters for their ef-
forts in 2011.  They have done a wonderful job this past year 
and have given us a lot to build on for this year.  Gary Down-
ing is working on getting a committee in place to get a head 
start on the club's Touch of Gold car show.  He is looking for 
member's input to make this show even better.  We have a few 
suggestions to review that were submitted at the end of last 
year and any other ideas are welcome. 

I appreciate the opportunity to serve as Nashville Corvette 
Club's representative to NCCC for 2012.  The first national 
meeting of the year will be February 25, 2012, in St. Louis.  If 
there are concerns that you have with regard to NCCC, please 
contact me before that meeting so that I can talk with the ap-
propriate NCCC officers while in St. Louis. 

Amelia Workman attended the December SE Region Gov-
ernor's meeting in Huntsville as Proxy Governor.  See below 
the highlights from that meeting: 

 
· Betty Parks reported that the 2011 regional fundraiser 

autocross was successful in raising funds for the 
Southeast Region.  There was discussion on regional 
fundraiser(s) for 2012.  Linda Goebel is to contact the 
Pellissippi College to see if it can be reserved for an 
event in 2012. 

 
· Zeke and Barbara Jenkins (Valley Vettes, Huntsville, 

AL) said that they are working on putting together an 
autocross in Huntsville in late March or April 2012. 

 
· Donnie Parks, Regional Competition Director, report-

ed that the new rulebook passed.  In 2012 each club 
gets 10 sanctions, but is still limited to 7 events per 
day.  He distributed the points standings as of 
11/27/11.  John McGee reported that the bylaw chang-
es were also approved. 

 
· John talked about the new Friends Helping Friends 

program through NCCC and how members can sign up 
to provide this service to traveling NCCC members. 

 
· The $10 fee for Permanent Numbers will be waived 

for the time being since the Southeast Region is sol-
vent.  It was decided that if members do not renew 
their dues by 12/15 of each year, the numbers for those 
members will be released for others to use. 

 
· 2011 Awards.  There are 19 competitors/workers to 

account for in 2011. 
 
· Sue McGee Scholarship Fund.  Betty reported that two 

scholarships have been given since the fund was estab-
lished.  John would like for someone to receive a 
scholarship in 2012.  May 5, 2012, is the deadline to 
have the scholarship application in to Pat Dolan, 
NCCC Charity Committee. 

 
 
 Next SE Regional meeting will probably take place in 

March 2012. 

After spending Saturday watching the Jones co-ordinate a 
sometimes hectic Angel Run with such poise I had to ask 
myself if I could ever manage things so well.  Then I remem-
bered how eager club members are to help every year.  Eve-
rything was set up and waiting for us at all three locations 
due to the work of all the members involved.  The money 
was raised, the families were found, the presents were 
bought, wrapped, then delivered. 

Those of us who choose to go along each year have al-
ways received much more than we could ever give.  Each 
and every child's surprised and smiling face reminded me 
that no matter what circumstances these little Angels may 
find themselves they are no different than I was when I was a 
child wanting presents from Santa. 

I guess things were summed up for me when my grand-
son, who was with us last year, told me that when he was 
helping one of the little girls with her packages she asked "Is 
this for real?" and he replied "It sure is." 
 
 

 

 
 

NCCC  
Governor                                  

by Martin Workman 

 

Shiner  
Committee                                  

Roger Boychek & Gary Downing 
Co-chairmen 

Car Shows 

 

Charity  
Committee                                  

by Kathy Rucker 
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2011 was a great year for the website.  We had over 
29,000 page views!  Most were the newsletter, membership 
information and event photos.  I am working on ramping up 
the NEW and improved website!  I hope you’ll be excited as 
I am with all the new changes.  The layout is cleaner and 
consistent around the entire website.  Look for it soon! 

See ya in 2012! 

age.  Her mother is a drug addict and not part of her life.  And 
the third family was a young mother with three daughters and a 
son ages two to eight. She is presently unemployed and her 
family support is far away in Detroit. MI.  

Our 2011 distributions to all charity were over 
$5500.00 dollars.  A special thanks to all who contributed or put 
in sweat equity to allow NCC the opportunity to share with 
those who are less fortunate.  Merry Christmas. 

(Presidents Message Continued from page 3) 

Web  
Master                                             

 By Chris Thorson 

“Olive Garden” will be the location for dinner after the meeting.   
Treasurer’s Report - Mellissa Breckenridge:  Working on 

2012 budget projection.  Let her know what you plan to spend 
money on next year so she can include it in her projection.  
There were a lot of renewals and expenses this last month. 

Charity Report – Gary Jones:  Ready to make contribu-
tions as follows:  Fisher House in Murfreesboro will receive 
$550.00, $508.50 will go to the Union Mission to feed 225 peo-
ple a Christmas dinner and the Salvation Army will receive 
$500.00.  $260.00 was given for Thanksgiving dinners last 
month.  The Angel Run is all set for Saturday, Dec 17th.  Our 
stops will be in Hermitage, Smyrna and then Murfreesboro.  The 
Angel Run will start at 9:00 in Hermitage.  The “Charity” posi-
tion will be filled next year by Kathy Rucker, replacing Gary 
Jones. 

Museum Report - Carl Hoffman:  Read Carl’s report in 
“Tiresmoke”. 

Competition Report - Metts Hardy:  No new information 
except that Metts is “retiring” from the competition position.  
Ron Jarrell will be the new representative for competition com-
mittee. 

Governors Report - Mike Dill:  Thanks to everyone for all 
the support in the last year.  Martin Workman will be the new 
NCCC Governor for 2012.  

Shiner Report – Virgil Hollins:  No report.  Gary Downing 
and Roger Boychek were named as the new “Shiners” for the 
upcoming year.  Getting a big head start on next years show so 
planning for 150 to 160 cars.  Approximately 200 cars can be 
parked at the show location.  

Vice President – Jennifer Moorhouse:  Read her update in 
“Tiresmoke” and review the calendar for upcoming events.   

Master Membership - Karen Johnson:  Be sure to sign the 
Master Membership book to get your points. 

Journalist Report - Butch Geng:  Just need more articles.     
Webmaster Report - Chris Thorson:  Operating Proce-

dures and By Laws are currently posted on the web site for any-
one to review.  They will be password protected in the near fu-
ture.  The password for member access will also be changing in 
the near future to improve security on the site. 

Sandy Jones:  There will be a new book used for the Angel 
Run story.  Be ready for new “sounds” like you did last year.   

“Do You See What I See”?  The event is complete.  The 
winner’s award (calendar with winner’s picture and tire rotation 
and oil change) was given to Michael Cole. 

A new meeting location will be announced with the con-
struction at Freeland, The location will be provided via email so  
check your emails and the website for further information. 

The meeting Adjourned.  7:52PM 

(Minutes Continued from page 3) 2012 Autocross Site Needed 
By Ron Jarrell 

 
Due to the closure of the Nashville Superspeedway, we 

have lost the administrative lot to hold our two annual auto-
cross events.  Our events are well established and national 
participants expect and schedule these each year.  In 2012, 
the regularly scheduled weekend for the events will be April 
14-15, 2012 and October 6-7, 2012.  We need a large parking 
lot, airstrip or other similar area of sufficient size to hold the 
autocross.  The track site must be isolated from nearby walk-
ing or driving traffic to ensure safety of both participants and 
visitors.  These two autocross events net the club $3,500.00 - 
$4,000.00 a year and are primary funding events for our club 
activities. 

We're looking for a site that is minimally 300' x 200'.  In 
Oak Ridge, the East Tennessee Club uses the Pellissippi State 
Community College parking lot and they get a very good rate 
since the local NCCC club is a non-profit organization. We 
are willing to pay a reasonable cost for the area. 

We carry a $1 million dollar liability policy with 
$300,000.00 property damage to the site and an aggregate of 
$5 million dollars for each event so property owners do not 
have to worry about liability issues.  We make them an addi-
tional insured in the certificate of insurance for the dates of 
the events.  This insurance is written through Brown and 
Brown and is a benefit to us of for being a member of the 
National Council of Corvette Clubs. 

If you have control over or have contact with an agency/
company with a large lot, or, know of a lot that may be avail-
able, please let Ron Jarrell or Metts Hardy know so they can 
arrange a space for this great event. 
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Why NCCC? 
Family Helping Family – One more reason to belong 

Ron Jarrell 
 

Deborah and I began participating in the NCCC Competi-
tion Program soon after joining the Nashville club.  One ben-
efit of traveling to competitive events is meeting like-minded 
folks from other states.  During our twelve years, we have 
met hundreds of folks.  Now some of these folks remain ac-
quaintances, some we call friends while others are close 
friends that we stay in touch with throughout the year.  We 
look forward to seeing them all at the next event down the 
road.  Early on, we noticed John and Sue McGee, who we 
traveled to events with in the beginning, seemed to know 
everyone, everywhere we went.  Sue once told us she could 
break down or be in need of assistance in any state in the 
country and all she would have to do is pick up the phone 
and call someone locally who would be there for her. 

I did not forget her comment a couple of years ago when 
one of our club members was 800 miles from Nashville, be-
came ill and hospitalized, far away from home in a strange 
place without local family or friends there.  I made a phone 
call to someone in that area and the next day, they went to 
the hospital just to see if there was anything they could do 
for our member and his family and left information how to 
contact them should the need arise.  There is great comfort 
knowing someone is there close-by and ready to help when 
needed. 

The National Council of Corvette Clubs is formalizing 
this process to be available for use by all NCCC members in 
their time of need.  If you are traveling and something hap-
pens to you or your car, wouldn’t it be great to have a local 
NCCC member there to help you or share local information?  
To make this program successful, the NCCC is enlisting 
members from all 268 Corvette Clubs around the country.  
All clubs will be asked to designate a couple of club mem-
bers to be on the contact list for aid and assistance.   The 
hope is that of the members who sign up, some will have 
mechanical knowledge, or someone with a trailer or someone 
just to be available to help out with local information and 
assistance if needed. 

Members that sign up will provide assistance without 
charge to help out a fellow NCCC member.  These members 
will commit to respond as soon as possible or to find some-
one else locally who can help in a timely manner.  We don’t 
want someone to wait for hours just because it may be in the 
middle of the night or an inopportune time.  If it were you 

(Continued on page 16) 

Southeast Region News – Winter Edition 
By Betty Parks 

 
The Southeast Region continued its growth spurt in 2011. 

We started the year with 1,020 members and 15 clubs.  In Sep-
tember, the Middle Tennessee Corvette Club in Tullahoma, TN 
joined NCCC and the Region.  At the end of the year we had 
grown to 1,219 members – almost a 20% growth!  Great job 
Governors and to our outgoing Regional Membership Director, 
Gail Yanko.  Gail has passed the Membership role to Amelia 
Workman who has served as Nashville Corvette Club’s Mem-
bership Director for many years. 

Competition in the Region was successful as well.  There 
were 77 events over 7 weekends.  One of those weekends was a 
Region fundraising event at a newly-found site at the Pellissippi 
Community College in Knoxville, TN.  Special thanks goes to 
Dave & Linda Goebel (ETCC) for securing this excellent site!! 
Look for us to return there again. 

After all the events were tabulated, there were 91 men and 
47 ladies from the Southeast that earned Regional points.  Addi-
tionally, 57 competitors from other Regions campaigned within 
our Region.  There were 86 people who helped by working the 
events.  Tremendous thanks go out to all those workers.  With-
out your help, the events could not go on!! 

Continuing in 2011, we are honoring the top 15 competi-
tors—a tradition that was established in 2009.  Again, the men 
and ladies were combined for awards and bragging rights!  In 
the end, 9 men and 6 ladies earned the honor of the Top 15 
Competitors.  Two other Competitors earned at least 200 points 
within the Region.  The Top 3 places for Workers (tie for third 
place) and the top 3 Clubs were honored as well.  The 2011 Re-
gional winners are listed below: 

As we go to press, the tentative 2012 schedule will include 2 
weekends in Nashville, TN (if they can locate a facility – proba-
���� ������ 	� 
��
������ � -3 weekends in Huntsville, AL (early 
������� ���� �
������� 	� ����������� �� �������� ��� �
��� ����

PLACE NAME NCCC NUMBER POINTS EVENTS
1 Linda J Goebel SE-253-0461L 803 77
2 Betty Parks SE-142-0232L 747 74
3 Alysia Hardy SE-073-0755L 726 74
4 Metts Hardy SE-073-0754 720 74
5 Don Parks SE-142-0231 707 74
6 David E Goebel SE-253-0460 696 77
7 Jack Filippone SE-142-0495 559 77
8 Gary Davenport SE-562-0006 537 77
9 Freda Davenport SE-562-0007L 536 77
10 Lynn F Ryder SE-073-0739 487 60
11 Ron Jarrell SE-073-0590 460 60
12 Deborah Jarrell SE-073-0591L 453 60
13 Brandon Davis SE-999-0675 400 39
14 Larry G. Odom SE-073-0680 349 49
15 Jessica Porter SE-073-1115L 310 41

200 pts. Johnson, Dale SE-073-1009 225 31
200 pts. Davis, Cheryl SE-999-0676L 207 25

Place Name NCCC Number Points Events
1 John McGee SE-562-0003 155 74
2 Amelia Workman SE-073-0164L 91 42
3 Jennifer Moorhouse SE-073-0850L 63 28

Wendell (Butch) Geng SE-073-0899 63 28

Place Club Name Club Number Points Hosted
1 Nashville Corvette Club SE-073 5347 7
2 Corvette Atlanta SE-142 2534 7
3 East Tennessee Corvette Club SE-253 2515 7

Club - Final Points

Workers - Final Points

2011 NCCC Southeast Region Point Standings

2011 NCCC Southeast Region Point Standings
Top 15 Competitors

Final Points

2011 NCCC Southeast Region Point Standings

�
��� �������� ����� ������� !� "�� #�
��������� ���� ��$
gional Fundraising weekend(s) (probably in Knoxville, 
TN).  Check the Southeast and Florida Regions website 
(www.ncccsouth.com) for the latest calendar information.  
Mark your calendar and join the fun!! 

John McGee, Regional Executive 
 Don Parks, Regional Competition Director 
  Gail Yanko, Regional Membership Director – 2011 
   Amelia Workman, Regional Membership Director - 

2012 
    Betty Parks, Regional Secretary/Treasurer 
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The Saga of Full Tilt 
Volume X 

By Robert Swope 
 
(continued from last month)  

So after getting the entire car put back together mechanical-
ly… it was time to turn the key.  I did, and to my total surprise, 
the engine that I built over a year ago, and which had sat pa-
tiently in the garage during these long months, fired up on the 
first try.  God I love open headers in a small garage!   I had a 
small oil leak around the main seal on the timing chain cover… 
but with the “open” design of the car now, it only took about 2 
hours to disassemble the front of the motor, remove the cover, 
(including the harmonic balancer) replace the main seal, and 
put it all back together… and I did not even remove the radia-
tor!  Other than that, there have been no leaks or drips any-
where on the floor which is equally amazing.   

I built a makeshift paint booth in the carport from 2 x 4’s and 
heavy plastic sheeting that worked great.  But as I was about to 
start painting, I realized that there was “something” missing on 
the front end.  The rear of the car still sports the wing that I 
hand made years ago… but the front end looked naked.  So I 
got out the fiberglass and started to create something that added 
the same sex appeal to the front clip as the wing did to the rear.  
It only took 5 tries to get it right!  
Basically, I laid up fiberglass 
sheeting, with 1/8 inch aluminum 
strips in between for support, then 
hand fabbed the corners and 
voila ! A splitter/front spoiler that 
looked as good as the wing on the 
back.  

Now it was time to paint!   Some of you already know the 
story behind the blend of color I sprayed, but for those of you 
that don’t here’s the skinny.  I started with 1.5 gallons of (and 
please don’t shoot me for this) 2002 Chrysler Prowler Deep 
Candy Red.  They only painted 238 Prowlers that color and 
never used it again.  I fell in love with the basic color tint…. 
But of course, I had to change it!  To the main color, I added 
about 6 oz of Rosetta Red pearl, and a “bit” of titanium tint 
base.  Full Tilt got 5 coats of color in my makeshift booth with 
every other coat being hand wet sanded with 1200 grit paper.   

    It’s kind of like sanding with heavy newspaper, but it 
takes just enough off coats 2, 4 and 5 to make the paint VERY 
smooth.  Over top of that, I sprayed 5 coats of clear.  Each coat 
of clear was wet sanded with 1500 grit, so that when I got to 
buffing, I went over the car with 2000 grit, then 2500 grit, and 
buffed with 3M polishing compound.  NICE!  It turned out 
great. 

After pulling off all the plastic that was covering the motor, 
interior, chassis and pipes, I mounted the rear wing, made the 
mounts for the front splitter, put the mirrors and t-tops back on 

and installed new weather 
stripping throughout the 
car.  It only took a couple 
of hours to install the seats, 
belts, and bits of chrome 
and there she was.  All 
new, except for the tires.  
Believe it or not, the tires 
that were on her when she 

burnt to the ground 2 years ago were still holding air!   As they 
are custom cut, I still can’t afford to buy new ones, and until I 
do I can’t run Full Tilt on the street.  But I will be getting new 
tires soon, and then we’ll see just how good she really runs. 

The interior lived through the fire, but I did update a few 
things and of course, I had to stitch her name on her seats.  See 
pic 7 for the logo design of Full Tilt, which she proudly wears 
on her headrests.  I am going to incorporate the logo into the 
graphics on her … but more about that in a bit. 

I know there a hundred other bits and pieces to this story, but 
this should give you all the basic overview.  And work has 
picked back up again… so with the exception of three shows, 
(of which Full Tilt has taken 1st place at all three) she has been 
waiting patiently in the garage for me to get back to her.  And 
while sitting, an extraordinary thing has happened.  You may 
recall me talking about how important it is to seal fiberglass 
from paint.  And that fiberglass will draw moisture and cause 
really weird things to happen under the paint… well… it hap-
pened.  When I sprayed the car, the temperature was over 100 
degrees every afternoon, and VERY humid.  I did not have the 
time to wait, so I pushed on.  That was a huge mistake.  While 
the car was perfect for about 3 weeks… as the clear coat and 
paint completely cured, it “pulled” some of the bodywork 
through the top coats.  In other words, you can see (if you look 
hard) some of the seams through the paint. 

What does all this mean?  Time to sand her back down and 
repaint.  And that is what I am going to do.  Even though I was 
extremely careful about epoxy primer, clean surfaces, spraying 
at dawn in the mornings to avoid insects… I have to do it all 
over again.   And I will 
repaint this fall when time 
and funds become availa-
ble.  In the meantime, I 
have been playing around 
with varying graphic de-
signs.  Although I just love 
the color, Full Tilt needs a 
bit more and I think I have 
the perfect solution.  Gloss 
black graphics that I am designing on her now, and working 
out the design bugs before I paint her again. 

One day you’re the windshield… the next you’re the bug!   
And the saga continues. 

Editorial Note:  Previous articles by Robert on the re-
build can be found in earlier issues of Tire Smoke beginning 
with May 2009 through January 2010.  The cover of the Sep-
tember 2011 issue is a photo of Full Tilt in her current glory. 

In case you are unfamiliar with the previous events, Rob-
ert had just finished a major restoration and was out for a 
shakedown cruise when an engine fire burnt the entire front 
of the car.  The full story of the fire is in the January 2010 
issue.  Earlier issues of Tire Smoke are available on the 
NCC web site.  This is the last of the series. 
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I removed the airbox and mass air sensor, AC compressor, 
smog pump, alternator, power steering pump, electric cool-
ing fan, throttle body, distributor, upper and lower intake 
manifold, exhaust headers and valve covers.  Supporting the 
transmission with a jack and the engine with the hoist, I be-
gan removing the bell housing bolts and motor mounts.  
Jennifer was a tremendous help all along, but her tiny hands 
proved to be invaluable in reaching those tough to get at 
bolts. 

 
After photographing the gaping hole, we did a thorough 

degreasing and cleaning, and began prepping the new engine 
for installation.  I installed a new flex-plate, motor mounts, 
starter and water pump, coolant and oil temp sensors and 
down into the hole the new motor went.  Getting it to slide 
into place was a bit of a trick, but after not too much foul 
language and almost no bloodshed, the new engine was bolt-
ed down.  Back on went the headers, intake manifolds, dis-
tributor, new injectors, AC compressor, alternator, power 
steering pump and smog pump.  It sounds quick and easy 
here, but believe me, there were a few times when I stared at 
it, thinking “I wonder how much some would give me for 
this thing, right where it sits, as is….”  Using a borrowed oil 
priming tool (I didn’t make one out of an old distributor 
because I was too lazy, and I didn’t have a spare distributor) 
I primed the oil system, and there were no leaks. 

 
Finally, the pile of parts on the workbench was gone, and 

Lacy looked intact again, so the moment of truth had ar-
rived.  She started right up!  After ascertaining that there 
were no leaks or other problems, I let her warm up, did the 
initial break-in routine and took my first tentative drive 
around the block. 

 
There are still a few minor issues remaining.  I mistaken-

ly put in injectors that are slightly undersized, so she doesn’t 
run as well as she should when cold.  That will be corrected 
in the next few weeks.  But once the thermostat opens, she 
runs perfectly, and with a lot more power!  I’ve put 21,000 
miles on the new motor, it gets Mobil 1 every 3000 miles no 
matter what. 

 
Was it worth it?  Being a year removed from the project 

makes it easier to say this, but yes, it absolutely was.  The 
new motor transformed Lacy back into what she was back in 
1985, only better, because we did it.  We put that motor 
there! 
Would I do it again?  Well, no.  Next time, I’ll go for the 
ZZ4 motor, stroked to 383 cubic inches…. 
 

If you are at least somewhat mechanically inclined, own 
a decent set of hand tools, and have the patience and time to 
tackle a project that could take a month or more, I highly 
recommend doing this.  And yes, I would certainly be will-
ing to help you in any way I could.  The satisfaction at the 
end has been more than worth it! 

My “Engine Changing” Experience 
By Mark Moorhouse 

 
It’s been long enough now.  I’ve had enough time to men-

tally and emotionally process the experience that I had 
changing the engine out in Lacy, our ‘85 Corvette.  More 
importantly, enough time and miles have passed (over a year 
and 21,000 miles) that I can truthfully say that the transplant 
was a success, and the patient did not reject her new heart! 

 
We knew when we bought Lacy at 142,000 miles that she 
had been ridden hard and put away wet, and that her engine 
was showing some signs of fatigue.  I was hoping to make 
the L98 last until the 200,000 mile mark, but figuratively 
began stuffing cash into an envelope for the new engine right 
away. 
 

The time came during our trip to Walland in 2010.  Jen-
nifer had gone ahead with Hannah in Sid, Jenn’s ‘96, but I 
had to work so I came up later in the evening.  The engine 
typically used a quart of oil every 1000 miles or so, but on 
this trip it took two quarts between Nashville and Walland.  I 
knew that something was up. 

 
After a great weekend at the farmhouse in Walland, we 

set out for home.  Cruising along at 75 or so on I-40, I no-
ticed that the oil temperature had begun to climb.  On up it 
went, 250,260,275, higher than I’d ever seen it go.  Whenev-
er I went up a hill, the engine starting making a noise that 
sounded a lot like rod knock, and Jennifer informed me over 
the radio that my car was coating the front of hers with a fine 
mist of oil.  Time to slow down.  We got on the back roads 
and eased home, and the engine was shut down for the final 
time at 189,237 miles.  As soon as I got inside, I was on the 
phone with JEGGS and ordered the brand new long block. 

 
I had considered rebuilding the old motor, but after some 

research it looked like a rebuild, even with me doing most of 
the work, would cost as much or more than the new engine.  
While I had never changed an engine in a Vette before (I 
rebuilt an engine in a Ford Escort once, but that probably 
doesn’t count), we’re reasonably mechanically inclined, and 
I was certain that if I ran into problems my friends from the 
Nashville Corvette 
Club, along with cor-
vette forum.com and 
maybe even Gordon 
Killebrew could talk 
me out of any difficul-
ty. 

 
Removing the old 

engine was pretty 
straightforward.  I 
bought a hoist and 
engine stand from 
Advance Auto, and 
got to work.  Using a 
digital camera to take 
pictures of everything 
every step of the way, 
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A Memorial to Johnny Biffle 
(1951-2011) 

By Metts Hardy & Ron Jarrell 
 

It is with deep regret and profound sadness that we say 
goodbye to our 
friend Johnny Biffle.  
On Saturday, De-
cember 3, 2011, the 
Nashville Corvette 
Club lost a loyal 
member, a past Pres-
ident and a dear 
friend to many.  
Johnny left us after 
losing a lengthy, 
hard fought battle 
with lymphoma. 

 
Johnny and Rita Biffle joined Corvette Atlanta in 1997 

where they were both very active in the Atlanta club.  They 
transferred to the Nashville Corvette Club in the fall of 2004 
and brought the love and enthusiasm they had for the Cor-
vette family with them.  Johnny also brought with him the 
spirit of competition.  He was an enthusiastic presence both 
at car shows when 
displaying their 
award winning 
1982 Collector Edi-
tion Corvette and at 
autocross events 
competing on the 
track with their 
1991 ZR1.  He was 
equally proud of 
both cars and treat-
ed them with tender 
loving care. 

 
Johnny served as President of the Nashville Corvette 

A Tribute to Johnny 
By Jim Van Dorn 

 
It is with great emotion that I share the news that we’ve lost 

a friend. Johnny Biffle, of Nashville TN, has passed. I can’t do 
funerals (even mine) so this is the best I can do. 
Johnny Biffle was your typical image of a southern gentleman 
if there is such a thing. He dressed neatly and spoke with the 
calmest, warmest tone with a touch of southern charm.  He 
waited nearly 10 months to become AM of BG’s first customer 
which he took great pride in from then on. 
 

Johhny B’s passions were his family, his faith followed 
very closely by his fondness for “Ol Red”, his 1991 ZR-1 Cor-
vette in which he competed year-round winning many local 
titles.  I remember the time he first came in and needed all 
types of repairs.  He didn’t mention his faulty clutch which 
required both feet to push.  When I asked, he said he had noth-
ing but problems and in fact, it had been worked on extensive-
ly before but in any case, he would have to wait before he 
spent more money on it.  Then he said “Rita can’t even drive it 
anymore.”  Well, that night, Jim Jr. and Reilly were here and I 
couldn’t help it.   

 
Together we pulled his clutch out, determined the problem, 

installed our parts, and put it all back together and it was per-
fect.  When Johnny called the next morning he said he had 
time to think about it and while it was here, why didn’t we go 
ahead and repair the clutch problem.  I told him the car was 
ready to be picked up.  The clutch was on us. 

Johnny B somehow made it up to the National Corvette 
Homecoming event this year accompanied by a friend. He 
looked relatively well all things considered.  He was only able 
to stay for a few priceless minutes but before he left he shook 
my hand and looked me in the eye and said “Thanks Jimbo.” 

Johnny B was a true friend.  He would call just to ask if I 
was OK.  If there was anything he could do for me.  Only a 
few weeks ago those calls stopped so I called and left a mes-
sage which was not immediately returned as usual.  I knew 
something was amiss. 

 

I only have one picture of the Biffle’s and it is attached.  It was 
at the 2010 ZR-1 banquet here in Bowling Green. 
(Unfortunately there’s an ugly dude in the middle.) 

Yesterday, I was participating in the Corvette Assembly 
Plant’s Christmas Parade exhibit when I got the call. Saturday 
morning, Johnny B won his last race.  He has beaten us all to 
our final destination, wherever that may be. 

 
During next years’ ZR-1 Gathering, we will be placing our 

memorial brick at the NCM and once again Johnny B will be 
number 1 to have his brick placed adjoining the memorial.  I’m 
sure Doug Johnson won’t mind being #2. 

 
Our deepest and sincerest sympathies to Rita, the family, 

and all of those who will miss that firm handshake, those sin-
cere blue eyes, and that warm voice asking us how we’re doing 
or if he can do anything for us. 

God Speed, Johnny B.  God Speed. 
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Club from 2009 - 2010 and saw the club grow to over 
300 members during his time in office.  Johnny always 
started each meeting with a moment of prayerful silence 
for those unable to be with us.  He maintained a smile on 
his face and a 
calm demeanor 
while enduring 
unpleasant treat-
ments for his 
cancer.  He dis-
played unbeliev-
able strength 
and courage 
during a very 
difficult illness.  
He regularly demonstrated his strong faith and was al-
ways genuinely concerned with the well-being of others, 
regardless of how he was feeling.  Johnny was recently 
best described by a friend after his passing as a true 
Southern Gentleman and for anyone that knew him, that 
was a very appropriate and accurate description. 

 
As far as a com-
petitor in auto-
cross, Johnny 
was a top-notch 
driver and fin-
ished in the 
Southeast Re-
gion’s Top 15 in 
their ZR1 for 
eight years start-
ing in 1999.  He 

finished in 8th place in 1999, 2006, 2007, and 2008.  He 
finished 9th place in 2001 and 11th place in 2002, and 14th 
place in 2009.  His best finish was 5th place in 2004.  
Johnny enjoyed traveling to the various regional and out 
of region events with the Nashville group until his health 
started to prevent it.  He loved to drive fast and compete.  
He was always willing to 
help his fellow competitors 
with encouragement and 
advice whenever asked.  
Com’on now, with a name 
like Biffle, you had to fig-
ure he knew something 
about racing.  And that he 
did, making us better racers 
but more significantly, bet-
ter people by his example. 

 
Johnny was also very proud of their 1982 Collector 

Edition Corvette.  He continually worked on, restored 
and polished on the car to keep it in like new condition.  
He won several national awards including the Gold Cer-
tified Award at Bloomington Gold.  Johnny still wanted 
the coveted National Corvette Restorers Top Flight 
Award for his beloved ‘82 and set off for Chicago for 
judging with his prize tied down in an enclosed car trail-
er.  Johnny returned home with that award in hand.  Up-

on opening the rear door to un-
load, the car had shifted off the 
rails and was less than ½” from 
the side of the trailer.  Johnny 
told one member, the Lord helped 
him miss that last pothole on the 
trip home keeping his car safe.  
Their ‘82 has been displayed at 
the National Corvette Museum 
and for several General Motors 
displays at national events.  It is a 
real vision of beauty to anyone 
who loves cars, especially Cor-
vettes. 

 
Johnny will be dearly missed by many.  He left an indeli-

ble mark on the Nashville Corvette Club and his friends that 
will long be remembered.  It’s been told that when people 
look at someone’s head stone, they see the year of birth and 
the year of passing but often overlook or never  realize the 
�
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Johnny filled that dash abundantly with his love for Rita and 
his family, his love for his Lord and Savior, his love for life 
and his love for his 
fellow-man 
(Corvette owner or 
not).  We, that had 
an opportunity to 
know Johnny for 
even for a short time, 
are all the better for 
knowing him.  John-
ny made us each a 
big part of his dash. 

 
*������������������� ����� ��������
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our sadness, we find comfort in all of the beautiful memories 
with Johnny that lives on in our hearts.  We can find great 
comfort knowing Johnny’s spirit has stepped into a new be-
ingness with our Creator.  He is in the loving presence of 
God and all is well with him.  And, as we now embrace 
Johnny’s memory, we each place our arms around Rita and 
their family.      

Rest in Peace - Johnny! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

So Long, Pal. 
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Angel Run 2011 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Gary & Sandi Jones 
December 17, 2011 

 
As Gary and I step back from the Charity Committee it gives 

us great pleasure to know that this last "Angel Run" 2011 was a 
huge success.  Thanks to all of our fellow members and friends 
of the NCC for showing up on December 17.  I personally was 
overwhelmed with the attendance at the first stop.  

 There must have been 50 smiling faces waiting to greet the 
first family of recipients at Andrew Jackson Elementary School 
in Old Hickory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were cookies and donuts available for snacking while 

Morgan and Adrian opened up their presents.  Sandi read "Oh, 
What a Christmas" to all the youngsters that attended and was 
helped with a few sound effects from the peanut gallery.  After 
all presents were put in the car we all scurried off to stop # 2 in 
Smyrna at Rock Springs Middle School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Barb Huebel for setting up the beautiful display of 

presents.  The gifts were displayed in a sleigh with huge nut-
crackers at either end.  Our little Angel Janie, showed up with 
her grandparents and Sandi started with the same story, only this 
time the peanut gallery stepped it up a few notches with many 
more sound effects!!  Lots of moo’s, oink’s, and baa's. 

 

 

 
Janie is a beautiful child with a heart as big as Texas and a 

sweet personality.  After all her presents were opened she was 
anxious to go so she could play with all her new toys. So we 
packed them all up and off we went to stop #3 at Murfreesbo-
ro Community Church. 

Thanks to Julius and Chelsea-ah Mitchell for bringing our 
attention to the Jackson family.  After waiting nearly an hour 
for the family because we were early, the troops started get-
ting antsy, and bellies started roaring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While waiting for the family, we sang Christmas carols 

and reminisced about the families previous and the men got 
hungrier, and hungrier.  Once the family arrived the mom 
asked where the other children were....she thought there were 
more children showing up because of all the gifts piled so 
high!  I told her those gifts were all for her family and she 
broke down in tears.  She was so very grateful even before 
they opened anything.  She gave us a brief rundown of her 
new life in Nashville since 2007 and how she learned so many 
good things and met so many wonderful people at her church.  
She was so sincere.  It was a very heartwarming time.  Her 
oldest daughter who is 8 wanted to make sure there was some-
thing for her mommy before she opened up her gifts. 

Gary handed all the parents a Christmas card with a per-
sonal greeting inside and a $90 gift certificate to Wal-Mart.  
They each received 3 boxes of food plus a ham and a turkey. 
For the last time we packed all their "goodies" in sacks and 
loaded the cars.  We blew them kisses and wished them well 
and off we went. 

Several couples went to for dinner and other family get-
togethers.  Several more families took off for the home of 
Robert and Regina Swope.  I didn’t realize there was an “Iron 
Chef” at the home of the Swopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ho! Ho! Ho! What a spread they had!!  Two giant hams 

cooked to perfection, scalloped potatoes, Swedish meatballs, 
sweet potato casserole, corn casserole, pasta, veggies and dip, 
rolls, cheese and crackers, coffee, and drinks.  Thanks to all 
who shopped, and participated in any way.  You helped to 
make 3 families lives a little brighter today.  They will always 
remember your good deeds. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even Dr. & Mrs. Van Buren, 
Honorary NCC Members from 
Texas, showed up thanks to 
Gene & Darlene Gardner. 

 
 
 
 

Cool Set Up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike, Patricia, Janie, Santa 
Kathy, Debbie, and Barry 

Janie 
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Gallatin Christmas Parade 
 

Thanks to Al Bennett for coordinating the participants in the 
Gallatin Christmas parade.  A group of decorated Corvettes 
helped usher Santa through Gallatin. 

Penn O’Briant with some fancy wheel covers 

Al Bennett’s Classic ‘59 

Bob Appleby’s C-6 

Amelia Workman’s Decorated Pace Car 

Event Planning 
By Janice Geng 

 
Happy New Year!  The New Year is upon us and so is 

the time to cruise with our Corvettes.  Where should we go 
to start the New Year?  I know there are many members who 
have their favorite restaurant or place tucked away in their 
mind.  Why not share it with your fellow club members? 

I had never planned a cruise until four years ago when I 
decided that our club needed to celebrate Valentine’s Day 
like our Montgomery, Alabama Corvette Club used to do.  
That was a cruise followed by a lunch.  What fun we always 
had!  I put my thinking cap on to come up with a place to go.  
You see, I had only lived here for a couple of years and did 
not know much about the area so it took a little thinking and 
a few ideas from Club members who knew the area!  With a 
little planning Butch and I came up with the first Valentine 
Lunch Cruise.  We had a great cruise and fun was had by all.  
You can do this too. 

I would like to share with you some ideas on how to plan 
a cruise or event.  You do not have to be an expert planner to 
organize a fun event for the Club.  You will have a lot of fun.  
Guess what!  You even receive Master Member Points for 
planning it. 

First, KEEP IT SIMPLE.  Contact Jennifer Moorhouse to 
confirm an available date to have your event.  Think of all 
the places you like to go.  Narrow it down and choose one.  
Choose restaurants that have a variety of food.  Remember 
that many people like burgers for lunch.  Contact the restau-
rant to find out if they can accommodate the number of peo-
ple who will attend.  I usually tell them that we will have 
from 30 to 40 people.  Set the date and time for lunch or din-
ner.  Many restaurants prefer to have you eat before or after 
their busiest lunch or dinnertime.  Most of the restaurants 
find either 11:00 AM or after 1:00 PM a good lunch time for 
them.  Probably an early dinner (5:30 PM) is best.  Set a date 
to let the restaurant know the exact number to expect. 

The next step is to plan how long of a cruise you want to 
do before arriving at the location.  Look at your road map 
and choose a route from the meeting place to the restaurant.  
All of the roads do not have to be a back road.  However, I 
do suggest you try to avoid a lot of city roads where you 
have many traffic lights to contend with.  This is the point 
where you do a DRY RUN of your cruise.  Start at the Club 
meeting place, drive at the SPEED LIMIT, and determine the 
time it takes to get to the restaurant.  Based on the time to 
drive and the time you are to arrive at the restaurant let those 
attending know the meeting place and time.  Send Jennifer 
an email with all of your information and she will send an 
email to the club. 

Not all events have to be a cruise.  You can plan an event 
where we all meet at the event.  For example when I planned 
the dinner theater event we all met at the theater. 

I hope this has helped get you excited about planning a 
cruise or event.  Remember we all love to see our Corvette 
friends at the monthly club meeting but the REAL FUN be-
gins on a cruise or at an event.  HAPPY PLANNING!!!!  
HAPPY CRUISING!!! 

See you on the Valentine Lunch Cruise. 
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Membership Participation 
By Butch Geng 

 
The strength of an organization can be measured by the 

amount of participation in the events conducted for the 
membership.  The NCC Membership year begins on No-
vember 1st and ends the following October 31st. 

 
Membership roles changes every year during the renew-

al process.  The changes in Membership for the last couple 
years  are displayed in table below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The current membership displayed for 2012 above may 

increase as several members who have not renewed their 
membership may do so in the near future. 

 
Based on the Master Membership list, the table on the 

next page displays the number of members who participat-
ed in the different activities.  Club meeting were by far the 
most popular event with nearly a half of the activity.  The 
total shown for Driving a Corvette to the meeting is actual-
ly not an individual event since it is part of attending the 
meeting.   The Total number of folks attending the meeting 
and driving their Vette was very similar between 2010 and 
2011.  The number for each year is displayed in the table 
below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One significant positive indicator is the number of par-

ticipants who helped fund raising efforts.  Fund raising 
events help support the charitable activities supported by 
the club.    The club car show and sponsored autocross 
events are shown as fund raising activities rather than in 
their direct categories.  It is interesting to note that Fund 
raising, Car Shows and Cruises had close to the same num-
ber of participants. 

 
It should be noted that the number of cruises in 2011 

exceeded the number in 2010, however, there were not as 
many participants.  In 2010 325 people drove in 11 cruises.  
In 2011 there were 246 who drove in 12 cruises. 

 
The autocross events suffered a significant decrease in 

2011.  Several reasons were a couple of health related is-

sues, and just a decrease in the level of participation.  Only 6 
events were supported in 2011 vs 15 in 2010. 

 
The number of members recruited were significantly lower 

in 2011.  Only 12 members were recruited by current mem-
bers in 2011 as opposed to 26 in 2010.  This one factor may 
have had an impact on the slightly lower total members in 
2011. 

 
On significant event that stopped being supported was the 

effort at LP Field supporting the Titan’s games.  The Board 
recommended stopping the support due to lack of an adequate 
number of people willing to work at the games.  The most 
significant impact is a large decrease in funds raised during 
the year.  However, the work load on the few folks who were 
consistently working the events had taken a major toll and the 
logical conclusion was to stop the effort. 

 
The number of articles written by non-Board members was 

only 10 less than 2010.  A special thanks goes to Sandi Jones 
who submitted at least one article every month and usually 
more than a single item. 

 
Again this year NCC garnered several National Awards.  

NCC received a 6th place award in the National Club Competi-
tion.   Slightly less than previous years, but understandable 
with the reduced participation in Autocross competition. 

 
NCC was again awarded a 3rd place in the newsletter com-

petition.  The quality of the newsletter has consistently re-
ceived at least a top 5 award in each of the last 7 years.  The 
success of this achievement is due primarily to the support of 
those members and Board members who take time to draft 
interesting and accurate articles that are relevant to the activi-
ties of the club.  A grateful “well done” to all who have helped 
with making it all happen. 

 
Last year saw a significant change in the NCC Board.  On-

ly 3 members from the 2009 Board returned for 2010, so there 
was an expontential learning curve for the new Board.  Then 2 
months into the year the newly elected President had an op-
portunity he could not refuse and moved to Texas.  Dale John-
son stepped up and assumed the President’s responsibility and 
the rest is history.  For the new year just beginning, there is 
only 1 new elected Board Member so the changes experienced 
last year are not anticipated to be as significant.  Additionally, 
Martin has previously served on the Board in a different ca-
pacity.  Other changes have taken place in the Committee 
chairmen.  The Charity, Competition and Shiner Committees 
have new chairmen, however several of them have had prior 
experience in various capacities in the club.  Very little disrup-
tion is anticipated as activity begins anew with the start of 
2012. 

 
As we begin 2012 the Board is looking to increase several 

activities, especially the cruises.  Several folks have made it 
known that there is an interest in doing more cruises.  If any-
one has a great destination or would like to assist planning a 
special event, be sure to contact Jennifer Moorhouse for assis-
tance. 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

Year Begin Difference 

2008 233 30 

2009 243 28 

2010 243 66 

2011 254 45 

2012 233 TBD 

End 

263 

271 

309 

299 

TBD 

 2010 2011 

Attendance 714 719 

Drove Vette 443 435 
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“ DO YOU SEE WHAT  I  SEE?” 
By Sandi Jones 

 
Thank you all for your participation in the "Do you see 

what I see" contest…  The First winner was Michael & 
Tracy Cole of Columbia.  Runner up was Diane Turner of 
Mt. Juliet 

The idea of this contest was for you to: 
 1) get out and explore this big beautiful wonderful 

country of ours. 
2) Always have your camera in tow and, 
3) Keep smilin... Life is beautiful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the spirit of Competition, Dianne and Al Turner 

placed 2nd.   However, while they sent in photos for every 
category, Photo Shop was 
the travel guide that let them 
appear at each location.  
Great idea and an ingenious 
way to travel.  Just shows 
that we have a great group 
of folks in our organization 
who go out of their way to 
support the various activities 
of the club. 
 

needing help, you too would want someone to respond as quickly 
as possible.  And, who knows.  The next time you are out of town, 
you may find yourself saying, I sure wish I knew someone here to 
help me. 

This list will not be used for outside solicitations or distribu-
tion.  It is intended for NCCC member assistance only.  This list 
is not to ask about what tires to buy, what restaurant to go to, 
where to shop if looking for a particular part unless you have a 
mechanical problem, where to go sight seeing or what the current 
weather is.  It is to be used only in the event of an unforeseen is-
sue arising where timely assistance is needed.  You will soon hear 
more about the NCCC “Family Helping Family” program, how to 
access the list in the event you have need and a request for Nash-
ville members to sign up and help our out of friends. 

What better way to bring family together? 

(Why NCCC Continued from page 7) 

Cell Phones for Military 
 

Ken Nesbitt at Freeland Chevrolet is sponsor-
ing a special program for our US Military, espe-
cially those deployed to South West Asia.  If you 
have an old cell phone around you can donate it 
to a worthy cause.  Turn it in at Freeland and it 
will be used to generate funds to provide free 
phone service to deployed military members so 
they can keep in touch with family members 
back home.  

Ken has a short video clip on the Freeland 
web site.  Be sure to check it out for a bit more 
information.  Ken recently told me they sent off a 
full box of phones.  Great Job! 

For Sale 
 

Stainless steel water/coffee 
thermos with push button flip 

top  
no drip drinking straw 

  
Leather etched sleeve 
with the Corvette logo 

All colors available  
$15  

Contact Ken Miller  
 (615) 424-9441 
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 DIRECTORY UPDATE 
December 2011 

New Members 

Greg and Lynn Gratkowski 
Murfreesboro, TN 

1996 Coupe (Collector’s Edition-Silver) 

David and Teri-Ann James 
Smyrna, TN 37167 

2009 Coupe (Victory Red) 

Charles Milligan 
Juliet, TN 37122 

2010 Black Convertible 

Sherry Tapp 
2001 Coupe 

Primary Member: Jon Tapp 

 Mary Taylor 
Gallatin, TN 

2008 Convertible (Atomic Orange) 

Keith and Jan Williamson 
Readyville, TN 

2011 Z06 (Black) 

TOTAL  
MEMBERSHIP  

AS OF 
 12/26/2011 – 233 

Membership applications are available 
 on the club web site  

NCC Apparel 
 

Shirts, Hats, Decals 
 

Contact Deborah Jarrell  @ (615) 391-5765 
or email 

January 2012 
 BIRTHDAYS  

Rita Collins 1/02 
Jim Perkins 1/04 

Paul Nowack 1/05 
Sharon Ross 1/08 
Missy Thomason 1/08 
Rita Biffle 1/09 
Karen Johnson 1/11 
Sharon Mulloy 1/12 
Terry Kopansky 1/15 
George Kimble 1/15 
Virgil Hollins 1/17 
Ladye Bennett 1/17 
Jackie Walters 1/19 
Ken Starks 1/22 
Marie Johnson 1/23 
David Gray 1/24 
Carl Collins 1/24 
Rick Jansen 1/24 
Valerie Sanders 1/26 
George Smallwood 1/28 
Maranita Grossmann 1/29 
Jim Thomason 1/31 

Ken Miller 1/05 

Notes from Vice President, Membership 
 

Membership information is available on the club web 
site.  Go to www.NashvilleCorvetteClub.com, click on 
Club Membership, scroll down and log into the secure 
Membership Directory to obtain contact details on NCC 
members.  

If you need login details contact me or Chris Thorson. 
(Club Webmaster).  A new password is required to view 
the membership area, so be sure to check with Chris or 
me to gain access. 

 

Vice President 
Membership                                        

 
 Amelia Workman 
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www.pestinc.net 
615.382.9774 

Residential & Commercial Termite & Pest Control 
Serving Middle Tennessee 

Locally Owned·Professionally Managed·Hometown Service  
Charter # 1478 

Bus: (615) 859-7150 
Direct: (615) 947-3844 
Cell: (615) 859-7150 

virgilhollins@gmail.com 
 

4711 Trousdale  Ste 121B 
Nashville, TN  37220 

Virgil Hollins 
Realtor® 
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See photos from all Nashville Corvette Club events on our website:  
http://www.nashvillecorvetteclub.com. 

Nashville Corvette Club 
Calendar of Events 

January 2012 - March 2012 
 

 
 
 
 
January 2012 
  1 New Year’s Day 
  9 NCC Meeting  -  Location to be announced*  
16 Martin Luther King Day 
18 Tiresmoke Articles/Photos due* 
28 Mystery Cruise* 
 
February 2012 
13 NCC Meeting  -  Location to be announced*  
11 Valentine Lunch Cruise* 
14 Valentine’s Day 
20 President’s Day 
22 Tiresmoke Articles/Photos due* 
22   Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins 
 
 
March 2012 
12 NCC Meeting  -  Freeland Chevrolet*  
17 St. Patrick’s Cruise to Erin, TN*  
21 Tiresmoke Articles/Photos due* 
22  Sewanee Cruise* 
 
* denotes events that are sanctioned for NCC Master Membership Points 

GET WELL WISHES  
 

Lady Lou Bennett  -  Lady Lou is home recovering with fractured vertebrae. 
Jackie Walters  -  Jackie suffered a heart attack early in December.  She underwent an angio-plasti and continues on the road to 

recovery. 
Martin Workman  -  had back surgery on 23 Dec and is recovering.  Preliminary results indicate the cause of his back pain may 

have been resolved.  Let’s all hope Martin can get back in to the swing of things soon. 
 
 

Please keep these folks in your thoughts and prayers! 

 

Vice 
President 

                                        
 Jennifer Moorhouse 

�


