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SEPTEMBER 2020 

9 NCC Board Meeting via ZOOM Video Conference @ 6:30 p.m. 

14 Club Meeting via ZOOM Video Conference @ 6:30 p.m. 

19 Cruise to Moss Wright Park, Goodlettsville, TN.  Contact Tim Thompson for details. 

OCTOBER 2020 

7 NCC Board Meeting via ZOOM Video Conference @ 6:30 p.m. 

12 Club Meeting via ZOOM Video Conference @ 6:30 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 2020 

4 NCC Board Meeting via ZOOM Video Conference @ 6:30 p.m. 

9 Club Meeting via ZOOM Video Conference @ 6:30 p.m. 
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Vice President 
 of Activities 

  

Tim Thompson 

 

NCC September Meeting via 
Zoom Video Conference 

FIRST CLUB MEMBER ZOOM MEETING: 

Date & Time: September 14, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. (CST) 
 

All NCC members should have received an invitation to 
join the meeting from Chip Mezger.  If you did not 

receive the email invitation, 
contact Chip @ ncc.chip2018@gmail.com. 

 

It is time to get out and have some fun! 

We have been able to do a cruise and the annual renewal picnic safely.  In September, I have a 
cruise planned, leaving from the Shell Gas Station, 501 Hickory Hills Blvd., Whites Creek, TN, 
Interstate 24 West, Exit 40 (Old Hickory Blvd. exit).  We will head north and end up at Moss 
Wright Park, 745 Caldwell Drive, Goodlettsville, TN.  We have Pavilion 3 reserved for a pic-
nic.  Bring your own picnic lunch, drinks, and fold up chairs or blanket.   

In October we are working on a cruise to Tompkinsville, KY, to visit a historic site.  I am also 
working on an activity for November details to follow soon. 

Stay tuned to the website and weekly updates for more details. 

 
Tim Thompson 
VP of Activities—NCC 
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NASHVILLE  CORVETTE CLUB (NCC) MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM MEETING—MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2020—6:30 P.M. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

 Chip Mezger, President; Tim Thompson, VP of Activities; Craig Chovan, VP of Membership; JoAnn Chovan, Treasurer; 
David Miller, NCM Ambassador; Mike Venable, Competition; Dave Logue, Shiner/Touch of Gold Director 
 

ABSENT OFFICER/CMTE CHAIRPERSONS: 
Martin Workman, Governor; Amelia Workman, Journalist; Tim Leneave, Webmaster; Mike Anton, Master Membership; 
Al Bennett, Charity Director; Dale Johnson, NCC Shirt Sales Representative 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Judy Logue, Annual Christmas Party Coordinator 
 

NCC PRESIDENT, CHIP MEZGER:   
Opened Meeting by welcoming Members and Committee Chairs.  
Sad News – Ken Starks, Founding Member of NCC has passed away 

His service will be Thursday, Aug 13, 11 a.m. - Austin & Bell Funeral Home, Greenbrier, TN 
Visitation - Wednesday, Aug 12, 4-8 pm 
 

NCC VICE PRESIDENT OF ACTIVITIES, TIM THOMPSON:   
Barren River cruise a success - 13 cars in attendance 
Possible cruises in the works for Sept, Oct & Nov 

Looking for outside places to eat 
Smoky Mountain trip postponed to possibly Apr/May 2021 

Money non-refundable, venue holding in account for reschedule date 
 

NCC VICE PRESIDENT OF MEMBERSHIP, CRAIG CHOVAN:  
Membership picnic will be August 22 at Long Hunter State Park 

38 Members have signed up 
186 Members to date 
15 Member Renewals for 2021 to date 
Chip to send another reminder about picnic to members 

 
NCC TREASURER, JOANN CHOVAN:    

Detailed Club’s finances.  Copy of Treasurer’s Report given to President. 
 

NCC GOVERNOR, MARTIN WORKMAN:  (ABSENT) 
 
NCC JOURNALIST, AMELIA WORKMAN:  (ABSENT) 

NCC MASTER MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, MIKE ANTON:  (ABSENT) 
 
NCC CHARITY DIRECTOR, AL BENNETT:  (ABSENT) 
 
NCC TOUCH OF GOLD/SHINER DIRECTOR, DAVE LOGUE:  

Nothing to Report 
 

NCC AMBASSADOR, DAVID MILLER:  
Nothing to report 

NCC WEBMASTER, TIM LENEAVE:  (ABSENT)  
 
NCC COMPETITION DIRECTOR, MIKE VENABLE:  

November Autocross Cancelled 
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(August Monthly Meeting Minutes Cont’d) 
 
 
NCC SECRETARY: 

 
Duane Loux –2021 Officer Nominations 

 

 President—Chip Mezger – nominated by Martha Gaines, 2nd’d by Tim Thompson 
 

 VP of Activities (No nominations) 
 

 Secretary (No nominations)  
 

 Treasurer—JoAnn Chovan – nominated by Tim Thompson – Declined nomination 
 

 VP of Membership—Rob Hardin – nominated by Craig Chovan, 2nd’d by JoAnn Chovan 
 

 Car Show/Shiner Dir ector (No Nominations) 
 

 Competition   (No Nominations) 
 

 Charity —Craig Chovan – nominated by JoAnn Chovan, 2nd’d by Mike Venable 
 

 Webmaster   (No Nominations) 
 

 Journalist    (No Nominations) 
 

 Governor    (No Nominations) 
 

 NCM Ambassador —Bob Laflin – nominated by Jerome Bannister, 2nd’d by JoAnn Chovan 
 

NCC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

Jerome Bannister  
John Becvar 
Bob Borgman 
Martha & Billy Gaines 
Rob Hardin 
Ken Hoffman 
Don Hoffmeister 
Rick & Sally Jansen 
Charles Laflin 
Karlette & James Mayo 
Ralph Montileone 
Becky & Wayne Troope 

MEETING WAS ADJOURNED:  7:30 p.m.  
 
NEXT ZOOM MEETING: Monday, Sept 14th  
 
SIGNED BY NCC SECRETARY (PRO TEM), JUDY LOGUE    
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NCCC 
          Governor                                       

  
  

Martin Workman                         

  

 

Charity News 
  
  

Al Bennett 

 
Hello everyone, 
 
Not much to report on NCCC this month.  The Septem-
ber Governors’ meeting was cancelled and the Novem-
ber meeting might be as well. 
 
Membership renewals are starting this month for 2021.  
I am proud to say that our club is a 100% NCCC Club.  
When dues are paid for the coming year, a portion of 
that amount is for NCCC dues which our Treasurer 
pays directly to NCCC. 
 
Membership numbers are down for the time period be-
tween the last Governors’ meeting and September.  
This is an unfortunate result of so many clubs cancel-
ling activities and not meeting because of virus re-
strictions. 
 
The new 2021 membership card has been finalized.  
New members start receiving these cards now and all 
renewing members will receive one by mail in the first 
quarter of 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions about NCCC, please contact 
me at mwvette99@gmail.com or 615-477-
7705. 
 
Thanks! 
 

 

Hello Corvetters, 
 
Hope you are staying safe during these times! 
 
At the present time, we are waiting to make 
any more distributions until we determine that 
our finances as they should be in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Until next time, 
 
Al 
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Hi to all 
 
If you haven’t visited the NCM lately, please consider a visit. The museum now has three new exhibits offered. When the Michelin NCM 

Bash took place May 28 and Friday, May 29 of this year two ribbon cutting ceremonies were held, including a walk thru of two galleries and 

one new exhibit. 

As part of the ceremonies the newly renovated Performance Gallery 
was show cased. The Gallery now features digital projection, interac-
tive touch screens paired with artifact display cases, 180-degree video 
footage, and an impressive line up of cars. Highlighted front and cen-
ter in the exhibit is the E Pierce Marshall C7.R.  
 
The E. Pierce Marshall Memorial Performance Gallery wasn’t the 

only exhibit debut during the Bash. Around the corner, a new exhibit 

is waiting to be discovered and enjoyed by visitors. Many Corvette 

aficionados may remember hearing of a 1954 Corvette that was 

‘entombed’ in a brick room in the basement of a grocery store for 

nearly 30 years. In 1986, the room was dismantled brick-by-brick, and 

the Corvette revealed. After changing hands a few times, the Corvette 

was donated to the Museum in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

The new exhibit is designed to replicate in as much detail as possible 

the actual tomb that the Corvette was once housed in, including the 

two light bulbs in the ceiling, small hatch in the top, and tiny window 

on the side where the car was viewable. For museum display purpos-

es one side of the tomb is open so that visitors can get a good view of 

the car, which remains unchanged from its storied history.  

 

 

Finally, as a bookend to the new exhibits is ‘The Vision Realized’ – an exhibit highlighting the many prototypes which lead to the creation of 

the current generation mid-engine Corvette. The new exhibit is located in the Design and Engineering Gallery of the Museum and is planned 

to be displayed at least through April of 2021. This special exhibit will display the Cerv I, Cerv II and a few other cars and artifacts on loan 

from the GM Heritage Center. The exhibit tells the story of Zora Arkus-Duntov’s dream of one day having a production mid-engine.  

 

Museum 
Notes 

David Miller 
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TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 
AS OF 09/07/2020 

188 

  

Vice President 
 of Membership                                       

  

Craig Chovan 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS! 

 
Chris, Laurie, and Dillion Starks 

Greenbrier, TN 
2015 Torch Red Coupe 

 
IT’S TIME TO RENEW NCC MEMBER-

SHIP FOR 2021 
 

If you didn’t make it to the annual renewal pic-
nic, please mail your check made payable to 

NCC for 2021 dues ($75—couple, $65—single) 
to me at the following address: 

 
Craig Chovan 

5012 Keeley Drive 
Spring Hill, TN  37174-3082  

Al Bennett 9/1 

Craig Chovan 9/1 

Becky Troope 9/1 

Frank DePizzo 9/4 

Dan Thompson 9/4 

Brian Mabry 9/7 

Preston Stark 9/12 

Billy Gaines 9/17 

Butch Geng 9/18 

Andrew Earwood 9/18 

Wanda Newton 9/22 

Debbi Garner 9/27 
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IN MEMORY OF KEN STARKS 
1945—2020 

47 Year Member of NCC 
By Jimmy Gayle—NCC Charter Member—1973 

 

It was 1975 when a beautiful 1967 big block Corvette coupe came rolling into the Nashville Corvette Club meeting at 
Capital Chevrolet’s service area with the factory side pipes counting off that beat from a 427 engine. It was music to 
everyone’s ears that love and admire this vintage.  Stepping out of this all original ‘67 coupe were three people arriv-
ing in this two passenger vehicle. It was Ken Starks, his lovely wife Ruth, and son, Chris. Little did I know, at that 
time, we were starting a 45 year relationship with one of the most admired families I have ever had the pleasure to 
know and love. Also little did I have any idea the impact this family would have on the Nashville Corvette Club and 
my family.  
 
Have you ever met someone that you spent 45 years around and never had a cross word or a disagreement?  Ken and 
his family have that degree of class and integrity to project this level of friendship. I have looked back on occasion to 
remember some of the members of the NCC and the special bond a large number of us had and have kept and enjoyed 
for decades.  Yes, we did have a special bond for the love of the American sports car. We enjoyed the Corvettes as we 
auto crossed, did car shows, went drag racing, and took trips in these awesome sport cars. I recall one trip where Ken 
took his wife’s new 1975 coupe and mounted a trailer hitch on it. He then hooked up his trailer to it with his 1960 
Corvette drag car on the trailer and off we went to Chattanooga, Tennessee, to a car show. The story of the trip is wor-
thy of a full article within itself. The race car won its class at the show. One time the club rented a hotel in Gatlinburg 
and the club decided to travel as a group so I had to break up the number of cars.  Due to the fact of the staggering 
number, I put the Corvettes in allotments of 20 and we had 6 allotments.  You can understand it was for safety reasons 
in case something happened. I got at the front and Ken pulled up the rear. We were stretched out on I-40 for miles and 
it was a beautiful sight. I could tell stories for hours about these incredible ventures by NCC.  
 
It is difficult to describe the friendship that was developed through the years. With the loss three years ago of Ruth, 
Ken’s wife, and now the loss of Ken, the hole in my heart is of the magnitude that is impossible to describe. The loss 
of these two friends will take time to heal.  Remember if you pass through life and have friends like the Starks family 
along with some of the NCC members, you are truly blessed!   Enjoy the true American sports car and cherish the 
friends you meet along the way! 

 

 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                      September 2020 

13 

 

Ken Starks competing with his 
Corvette “Mindbender” at a local 
drag strip sometime in the 1970’s 
or early 1980’s.  Ken and Ruth 
were both successful drag racers 
for many years. 

L to R—Chris Starks, Carson 
Starks, Dillion Starks, Jimmy 
Gayle, Ken Starks, Laurie Starks, 
and Mandie Hatchett (with Ken’s 
great-grandchildren). 
 
Dillion Starks (Ken’s grandson) 
competes nationally with the pic-
tured dragster. 
 
NCC recently welcomed Chris, 
Laurie & Dillion Starks as new 
members of NCC—carrying on the 
Starks name in NCC. 

 
Ken and I at the 2018 NCC Christmas Party where we were honored for 
membership levels—45 year and 40 year, respectively. 
 
Ken and Ruth were like a mom and dad to me when I joined the club in 1978.  
I also have the 1972 Mako Shark that was owned (and painted) by Ken 
Starks. 
 
Ken and Ruth both served as various officers and were active members of 
NCC for many years.  Ruth passed a couple years ago and now Ken.  They 
will be deeply missed by those who knew them and are appreciated for their 
contributions to NCC. 
 
The Club made a donation to the Down Syndrome Association-Middle Ten-
nessee—in memory of Ken. 



14 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                 September 2020 

14 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NCCC President's Message September 2020 

 

 

September is here and this year keeps bringing new challenges. In addition to dealing with a pandemic, we are reminded that Mother Na-
ture does not mess around. August saw tropical storms, a hurricane, record heat waves, and uncontrolled forest fires. Weather always 
played a key role in my career [Dale is a former air traffic controller] and I thought I had heard most every meteorological term, but I 
learned a new one last month. We experienced a “Derecho.” A derecho is a widespread (over 240 miles), long-lived, straight-line wind 
storm that is associated with a fast-moving group of severe thunderstorms. Straight line winds can exceed hurricane or even tornado winds. 
In our case we saw winds around 100 mph. A small town near me was destroyed and you might have seen on the news that Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa sustained major damage. I was lucky – we lost one large tree. I hope all of you are staying safe through all of this and perhaps we will 
have a mild fall. 

We continue to see events across the county either downsized or cancelled in response to the pandemic. The September NCCC Governors 
meetings were cancelled, the Mid America Fun Fest was cancelled, and the Black Hills Classic was cancelled. Many local events continue 
to be cancelled, although several clubs are now hosting some events with new looks and new safety protocols in place. 

One bright spot – long time NCCC member Sioux City Corvette Club is hosting a fall color event September 17th through September 20th 
in South Dakota. Details are here: https://www.siouxfallscorvetteclub.com/single-post/2020/08/04/BLACK-HILLS-CORVETTE-
FALL-COLOR-EVENT 

Another bright spot – the National Corvette Museum’s 26th anniversary celebration will take place in Bowling Green, KY September 2nd 
through September 5th. They will be practicing all recommended safety procedures to minimize COVID risk. Registration is closed, but 
onsite registration will be available starting September 2nd. A virtual experience is also available – seen the NCM web site for de-
tails: https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/ 

Here’s a reminder that NCCC National officer elections will be here shortly. If you are interested in one of the five offices up for election, 
you need to get your application to a member of the nominating committee by 9/12/2020 at 12 PM Central Time. The nominating commit-
tee consists of Patsy Shearer, Steve Johnson, and Craig Kamradt. The offices up for election are: President, Parliamentarian, Director of 
Public Relations, Treasurer, and Vice President of Membership. 

The NCCC executive board will be meeting virtually on Sept 12th to review how we have dealt with these unusual times thus far, and to 
also look at how we will deal with the remainder of 2020 as it relates to NCCC. I will keep you posted. Also, see the report from Bill Do-
cherty, Vice President of Competition. 
 
This has certainly been quite a year and I, for one, am looking forward to getting back to normal – whatever that might look like. 
 

That’s all for now and stay safe. 
 

Save the Wave,  
Dale Samuelson  
NCCC President 

 

 

https://sable.godaddy.com/c/44716?id=847336.530.1.77c78627db636eec21418995f490090d
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/44716?id=847336.530.1.77c78627db636eec21418995f490090d
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/44716?id=847336.531.1.91b373ca25597d447936743fe6b02cb0
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I recently visited autocross events held in Grissom, IN, to present National Awards to those attending. Dave and Wanda Buck can now 
show off their Championship Rings. While pictures may show us close together, social distancing and masks were the rule for most part. 
Hand sanitizer was available where needed and a COVID questionnaire was required for workers and visitors. It gives us hope that with 
precautions, we can resume National competition next year. 
 
So how do we move on? 
 
The realization that COVID is not going away is here and we must manage our risk. Hopefully, medical treatment will evolve to make it 
less life threatening, and a vaccine will be available. Until then, social distancing, hygiene and masks are a required measure at events. One 
advantage of NCCC’s older age membership is that we understand this virus attacks the elderly and those with existing health issues, so we 
take it very seriously. This can allow us to open with a bit more confidence. 
 
What will Competition be like in 2021? 
 
COVID will have an impact, no doubt. Limiting the number of entrants may be necessary. Preregistration will help. A major effort needed 
to reduce hand contact and transfer, indoor areas, and congested areas at our events. If state restrictions are in place, rallyes or small car 
shows may be the events best suited to hold. Holding one-day events nearby will reduce the need for motel stays. We can do this, be crea-
tive, and keep the spirit of competition going. Clubs must be responsible when holding events to ensure everyone attending is safe. 
 
Opening competition in 2021 is my greatest hope and that the pandemic has been stabilized to allow careful resumption of our lives. 
 
Members will have the choice on what is best for them. 
 
The Competition Committee will teleconference in September to discuss several rulebook changes and the status of each region. 
 
Do your part to keep us all healthy and safe, 
 
 
 
 
Bill Docherty 
NCCC 1st Vice President - Competition 
competition@corvettesnccc.org  

NCCC 1st V.P. - Competition 

September Update 

mailto:competition@corvettesnccc.org
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2020 CORVETTE EXPO 
By Rob Hardin 
 
 
 

With the 2020 pandemic causing cancellation of the majority of the events 
this year, I wanted to share my experience at the 2020 Corvette Expo in Pi-
geon Forge, TN.  
 
After purchasing my Corvette in October of 2019, the first thing I did was 
join the club. For those that don’t know me, my wife and I moved from 
Bellevue, KY to Gallatin in February of 2020. I felt it was a good way to 
meet new people with common interests. I was so looking forward to 2020 
for the cruises, car shows, etc.  As everyone is already aware, most of the 
events planned for this year have been cancelled or postponed. 
 
The same holds true with the Corvette Expo originally planned for March 
that was rescheduled for Aug 6-7. With a portion of the show outdoors, I 
decided to attend with the idea of limiting my time indoors. Masks were re-
quired indoors and “social distancing” was required outdoors. Along with the 
Expo, there was going to be a Corvette caravan to the Trail of the Dragon 
later on Friday. 
 
Rolling into Pigeon Forge Thursday, I started to wonder if they were aware 
that a pandemic was going on as there was a lot of traffic on Rt. 441 and peo-
ple were everywhere.  Of course after arriving it began to rain which meant a 
trip to the car wash at some point before the show on Friday. The rain didn’t 
last long, so I waited until most of the streets were dry before finding a car 
wash to clean my car. At the car wash, I met Rick and Chrissy (from Harts-
ville, TN) who had the same idea that I did. Luckily it didn’t rain overnight 
and I was able to wipe off the morning dew and do some final cleaning be-
fore heading to the LeConte Center for the day. After arriving I saw that eve-
ryone was parking in every other parking space for the “social distancing.” 
After parking and getting to know my neighbors for the day and setting up, I 
was able to walk around and see the cars already there. As the day pro-
gressed, more cars began to fill up the outdoor parking area for Corvettes. It 
was rather hot, so I picked a time to go inside to see the cars on display and 
cool off before returning outside. As I walked around the parking lot several 
times and spoke with many car owners about their Corvettes, everyone had a 
story to share about their cars. Whether it was how they bought it/acquired it, 
or how many they have had and their modifications. 
 
After the awards were given out, everyone that was going on the Tail of the 
Dragon cruise lined up. We were given a police escort out of the lot and 
down Teaster Drive to cross over Rt. 441 onto Rt. 321 heading to the Dragon. 
I got a chuckle when the announcer was telling 225 Corvettes to “hurry” be-
cause the police could only block the roads for so long. People were lined up 
along the streets to watch the drag race out of town. The drive along the 
Foothills Parkway had many scenic overlooks with pull offs, although at 
times it was very difficult to maintain the 25 and 35 MPH. If you haven’t 
driven the Dragon, you should put it on your bucket list to do so. Whether 
you want to push your car through the 318 turns in 11 miles or cruise them, 
this is a drive definitely worth taking as I thoroughly enjoyed it. And, of 
course, you get to drive it a second time if you’re staying in Pigeon Forge on 
your way back. 
 
I look forward to attending the Expo again next year. 
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For Sale 

 

Two 
Chevrolet Motor Division/Corvette Cross Flag Logo 

Barstools 
 

In very good condition 
(no rips, splits or tears in upholstery) 

with a little minor surface rust on the metal parts. 
These are nicely padded and do swivel. 

  
These sell new for about $100 each plus shipping from Eckler’s. 

https://www.ecklers.com/corvette-bar-stool-with-crossed-flags-logo-25-108984-1.html 
  

Get these two for $100 or best offer. 
  

Located in Bellevue area (near Loveless Café) in west Nashville. 
Will meet up in Nashville area or possibly deliver. 

  
Randy Shemin 
615-604-9075 

randyshemin@gmail.com 

https://www.ecklers.com/corvette-bar-stool-with-crossed-flags-logo-25-108984-1.html
mailto:randyshemin@gmail.com


22 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                 September 2020 

22 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Phone: (615) 333-9673 
Fax: (615) 333-9992 

Email: web@basstire.com 
 

3801 Nolensville Road 

R. Allen Mirse 
Tillman Allen Insurance Inc. 

500 Wilson Pike Circle 
Brentwood, TN 37027 

615-370-9080   800-367-2510 

www.tillmanallen.com 

Who remembers Mall 
Shows? 
 
Here is Ken’s Corvette 
in a Nashville Corvette 
Club Mall show. 
 
Possibly at Greenwood 
Mall in Bowling Green 
or in Nashville. 

mailto:web@basstire.com


23 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                      September 2020 

23 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

C5 Corvette Specialists 
Marc Rose 

marc@vettenuts.net 

 
615-896-6100 

 
“Fixin Your Vette One Nut At A Time” 

11182 Christiana Fosterville Rd. 
Bell Buckle, TN 37020 

 
New & Use OEM Parts, Sub Boxes, Insulation 

Kits & Full Service Shop 

NCC Apparel 
 

NCC Club Polo Shirts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s                                  Ladies 
$25.00                                 $22.00 

 
(Payment in advance requested) 

Add $3.00 for embroidered name (Optional) 
Club logo included with 5 color options for car color 

Standard Club shirt is Blue as shown above. 
Available in 8 optional colors 

 
NCC Team Nashville T-Shirts 

(third print release) 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

Front                                          Back 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

specify: S-M-L-XL-2XL-3XL  
$11.00 on delivery 

 
NEW CLUB SHIRT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$25-35 which includes name embroidery & choice of club patch 
 

Pick up your shirt  
At the next  NCC Second Monday meeting  

To order send an email to: 
 DKJonsson@aol.com or call (615) 373-4805  (cell) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiw-9WE3_TaAhWQzFMKHSvRAxMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vettenuts.net%2F&psig=AOvVaw00dqUUlqpqQijGF1OW1scr&ust=1525821563297182
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                                       UNISTRUT Tennessee   
Division of Strut Services Group 

Birmingham – Little Rock – Nashville – Memphis 
 Mobile – Atlanta – Jackson 

206 Louise Avenue 
 Hendersonville, TN. 37075 

Phone: 615-264-0059 ● FAX: 615-264-0104 
Your Authorized Unistrut® Service Center 

Cell Phone 615-414-5944 
unistruttn@aol.com 

 

        
       Proud Sponsor of Team Nashville Autocross 

mailto:unistruttn@aol.com
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1963 CORVETTE 
 

From Eckler’s Chevy Classics Club 
 

Submitted by Ken Miller 

 

 

The Corvette was really different for 1963. This marked the first time a closed version had been offered and it was officially dubbed the 
Sting Ray Sport Coupe. The fastback roofline and sloping front end with hidden headlights (also a first for the Corvette) provided a 
sleek profile. Its body design was inspired by two concept cars, the 1959 XP-87 and the 1959 XP-720 Stingray that was also a racecar. 
As most enthusiasts are aware, the fastback body had one controversial feature – the divided backlight. This feature was included at the 
insistence of styling chief, Bill Mitchell, who believed it was an important part of the car’s appearance. Others disagreed, but the split 
window was left in place for the 1963 model year and was subsequently replaced with a one-piece backlight. The Corvette convertible 
was retained, and as had been the practice since 1956, both a bolt-on hardtop and a soft top could be purchased. Production was nearly 
evenly divided between the two body styles with the convertible edging out its companion fastback by a mere 325 units; in all, a total of 
10,594 Corvette Sting Ray Sport Coupes were assembled for the 1963 model year. For 1964-1967, by the way, the convertible outsold 
the coupe by roughly 2:1. 

The Sebring Silver split window coupe shown here is owned by Jim Presley of Longview, Texas. His car was sold new at Cherokee Mo-
tors in Kingsport, Tennessee in the latter part of the 1963 model year. The buyer gave the car to his wife who kept it just six weeks be-
fore trading it in on another car. Why is lost to history. Regardless of the reason or reasons, the result was that our feature car has stayed 
with one family since then. 

Family ownership began because the current owner’s wife, Theresa, had an uncle, Charles Whitaker, who worked for Cherokee Motors, 
which at the time was owned by Whitaker’s father-in-law. Uncle “Whit” called his sister, Shirley, who was looking for a car for her 
daughter who was just months away from graduating high school. As best as anyone can recall, the feature car was purchased by Shirley 
for her daughter in the fall of 1963 and the lucky daughter got to drive it for the remainder of her senior year. However, she did not get 
to keep her Corvette much longer because of a family disagreement; she decided to get married after graduation, so her mother and fa-
ther took the Corvette away from her and sold it to Shirley’s sister, Gaynell and brother-in-law, Louis, to give to their son, Tony. As a 
result of the sale, the car came to Texas. Tony had the car repainted white and used the car on his wedding day. Unfortunately, tragedy 
struck in September 1972; Tony was killed in an auto accident while driving another car. Tony’s father, Louis, drove the Corvette to 
work where he was head of construction at a major chemical plant in East Texas. 
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 In April of 1974, Louis gave the Corvette to their daughter, Theresa, and son-in-law, Jim (the current owner). Theresa and Jim Presley 
garaged their car for 19 years – cranking it periodically to maintain it. In 1993, they had it restored to original condition by a local restora-
tion shop, R&R Restoration. 

Options on our featured split window coupe include the 300-hp 327, Powerglide transmission, power steering, power windows, power 
brakes, and Sebring Silver paint which was an extra-cost color in 1963. The knock-off wheels were added during the restoration. 

This family heirloom is shown at local car shows from time to time and will remain in the Presley family for many more years to come. 
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THANK YOU TO 
ALL NCC SPONSORS 

INCLUDING…… 
 
 

Five Stones, LLC 
DBS EXIT Real Estate 

Solutions 
(Ed and Janie Andrews 

NCC Members) 
 

Gerber Collision Centers 
 

My Other Garage 
 

Tennessee Lighting Sales 
 

Payne Chevrolet 
 
 

 

 

  

  



29 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                      September 2020 

29 

 

  



30 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                 September 2020 

30 

 



31 

 Tire Smoke                                                                                                                                                                                      September 2020 

31 

 


